
About the Event 
Spend an evening with three authors as they 
share their books and stories.


The Author Event includes…


• Excerpts from Pam Jenoff’s novel The 
Orphan’s Tale; 

• Excerpts from Caroline Leavitt’s novel Cruel 
Beautiful World;


• Excerpts from Anne Edelstein’s memoir 
Lifesaving for Beginners;


• Q&A session with each author;


• Book signing;


• Books available for purchase;


• Light refreshments available;


• Networking with women of the Women’s 
National Book Association’s Greater 
Philadelphia Chapter and membership 
information.


September 28th - 7:00 PM 
at 

Towne Book Center & Cafe 
220 Plaza Drive, Suite B-3 

Collegeville, PA 19426 

Hosted by the Women’s National Book 
Association and Towne Book Center

About Us 
Newly chartered in 2015, the Greater 
Philadelphia Chapter of the Women’s National 
Book Association works to bring together women 
and men from all different segments of the book 
world – educators, booksellers, publishing 
professionals, writers, librarians, and anyone else 
who is passionate about books – by providing a 
range of events that aim to educate, entertain, 
and inspire. WNBA Greater Philadelphia also 
seeks to promote equality in the world of arts 
and letters by raising awareness of the 
professional challenges still extant for women in 
the publishing industry.


National Reading 
Group Month


The 3rd Annual 
Author Event
September 28th 

7:00 PM

Become a Member 
Member $40 - Student $25


Network Membership is available to anyone living more than 
fifty miles from the chapter to receive many of the benefits 
regular members do. $40


 Membership runs from June 1 – May 31. New members who 
join after April 1 receive membership through June of the 
following year.


Contact Us 
Email:  wnbabooksphilly@gmail.com 

 
Chapter Website 

www.wnbaphilly.org 

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BOOK ASSOCIATION 
C/O TOWNE BOOK CENTER & CAFE 
220 PLAZA DRIVE, SUITE B-3 
COLLEGEVILLE, PA 19426



Caroline 
	   Leavitt 

Caroline Leavitt is a New York Times and USA 
Today bestselling author. Her many acclaimed 
novels have been optioned for film, translated into 
different languages, and condensed in 
magazines. She lives in Hoboken, New Jersey, New 
York City's unofficial sixth borough, with her 
husband, the writer Jeff Tamarkin, and has an acting 
student son, Max.


About the book, Cruel Beautiful World 

It’s 1969, and sixteen-year-old Lucy is about to run away 
with a much older man to live off the grid in rural 
Pennsylvania, a rash act that will have frightening 
repercussions for both her and her older sister, Charlotte. 
As Lucy’s default caretaker for most of their lives, 
Charlotte has always been burdened by having to be the 
responsible one, but never more so than when Lucy’s 
dream of a rural paradise turns into a nightmare. With 
precise, haunting prose and indelible characters, Cruel 
Beautiful World examines the infinitesimal distance 
between seduction and love, loyalty and duty, and most of 
all, tells a universal story of sisterhood and the 
complicated legacy of family.

Meet the Authors

Anne 
	 Edelstein 
Anne Edelstein lives in New York with her husband and 
has worked in the book publishing business for over 25 
years, as an editor and then as a literary agent. She 
grew up in suburban New England as the eldest of 
three siblings. When she was 28 she lost her brother to 
suicide, and 15 years later her mother drowned at the 
age of 68. These two tragedies gave rise to Lifesaving 
for Beginners, which is her first book. 


About the book, Lifesaving for Beginners 

When Anne Edelstein was forty-two, her mother, a 
capable swimmer in good health, drowned while 
snorkeling in the Great Barrier Reef. Caring for two small 
children of her own, Anne suddenly found herself grieving 
not only for her emotionally distant mother but also for her 
beloved younger brother Danny, who had killed himself 
violently over a decade before. She finds herself wrestling 
not only with the past and her family’s legacy of mental 
illness, but also with the emotional well-being of her 
children. Part memoir and part meditation on joy and grief, 
the book will resonate with anyone who has ever 
struggled to come to terms with their parents, their 
siblings, their children, and their place in the world.


	 Pam 
	 	 	 Jenoff 

Pam Jenoff is the author of several novels of 
historical fiction, including the international 
bestseller The Kommandant’s Girl. Jenoff’s novels 
are inspired by her experiences working at the 
Pentagon and also as a diplomat for the State 
Department handling Holocaust issues in Poland. 
She lives with her husband and three children near 
Philadelphia where, in addition to writing, she 
teaches law school.


About the book, The Orphan’s Tale 

Sixteen-year-old Noa has been cast out in disgrace after 
becoming pregnant by a Nazi soldier and being forced to 
give up her baby. She lives above a small rail station, 
which she cleans in order to earn her keep. When Noa 
discovers a boxcar containing dozens of Jewish infants 
bound for a concentration camp, she is reminded of the 
child that was taken from her. And in a moment that will 
change the course of her life, she snatches one of the 
babies and flees into the snowy night. Noa finds refuge 
with a German circus, but she must learn the flying 
trapeze act so she can blend in undetected.
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